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WFZER OB EE (J£30) : The goal of the following research is to clarify the establishment of Japanese
linguistics as a discipline in the early twentieth century. Two renowned pioneers in the field of Japanese
linguistics, Yoshio Yamada, a “big shot” in the field, who’s groundbreaking work heavily influenced
Japanese linguistic methodology, and Yoshiharu Kobayashi, an “average” scholar, who helped to slowly
expand the scope of the discipline, are analyzed, and the contribution of the two scholars on the
establishment of the modern discipline as well as their influence on the work of other scholars of the
same period is clarified. A particular emphasis is placed on the formation of Japanese grammatical
theory and dialect research methodology, as well as the chronological development of research in
Japanese historical linguistics.
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