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Regional Variations in the Use of Interjections in Japanese
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ZER I OMETE (JE30) : There is a variety of expressions which are used as fillers (or
interjections) in Japanese dialects. In this research, we compiled natural discourse data
of the Osaka, Hiroshima and Kagoshima dialects including transcribed texts, translations
in Standard Japanese and notifications, and by using the data and other natural discourse
data which have been complied before, we surveyed the formal variety of the fillers in
Japanese dialects and their geographical distribution. In addition, we made a preliminary
analysis on the semantic characteristics of the fillers in Japanese dialects, focusing
on the contextual and sociolinguistic factors.
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