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WFIE R R o B (3£ L) : After the implementation of elementary school foreign
language(English) language activities, there has been a growing need of bridging the gap
between elementary school and junior high school English language education.

The purpose of this study is to investigate elementary and junior high school teachers’
beliefs about English language learning and teaching. Two studies were conducted. In the
first study a research method called multivocal ethnography was adopted which asked a
group of elementary school teachers to view a lesson video of a junior high school teacher
and discussed what they noticed about the lesson. Another group of junior high school
English teachers were shown a video of an elementary school lesson of English language
activities and exchanged their views about the lesson. All the discussions were transcribed
and were analyzed.

A comparison of the data showed that the elementary school teachers were concerned
with children’s willingness to communicate and motivation, whereas the junior high
teachers were generally concerned more with students’ acquisition of English.

In the second study, in order to verify the results of the first study, particularly concerning
the beliefs of junior high school teachers, a questionnaire survey was conducted. The
survey showed that junior high teachers had some positive and negative impressions.
These observed impressions were used to develop questionnaire items for the second study
to quantify junior high teachers’ current perceptions regarding elementary school English
activities. The survey is in progress and will be reported in 2012.

Along with the above mentioned studies, this research project also sought to find practical
measures and ideas to connect elementary school English activities and junior high school
English. Nine pioneering cases of projects that attempted to elementary and junior high
English were collected nation-wide, which show various ideas to connect the two school
levels.
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