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The bulk of research was conducted in the city of Birmingham. The research participants
were recruited through the snow ball method and a total of 52 women were interviewed.
The majority were second generation British citizen. The research findings suggest that
while the rate of labor participation among British Pakistani women increased over the
last two decades, the preferred occupations tend to be such female—dominated ones as
school teacher. This reflects the complex processes in which the women negotiated their
desire/need to work outside the home. The processes were interwoven with factors such
as the religio—cultural gender ideals which prioritize caring roles as mother, wives and
in—laws, their educational attainment and the resulting socio—linguistic resources that
second—generation women came to possess. Racial and religious discrimination against
minority women in the labor market, governmental policies targeting ethnic minorities,
and the changing regional, national and global economic environment are other factors
affecting the women’ s work trajectories. It should also be noted that the degree to which
these factors affected women’ s practices and perceptions regarding work depended on
variables including their family background and life cycle.
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