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Nishi Amane’ s “ Common Science” from the Japanese and British
Archives Perspective
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O000000D0DODOOIt has been thought that the word known as "Common Science" was a
trangdlation of the British "General Education”. However, Amane Nishi stated that he created an original
"Common Science" without just trandlating the word. Some keywords related to "Citizen", such as
"Common Science", "Common Room" and "Common" were produced in Britain during the 18™-19"
century. When Amane Nishi built his "Common Science" and "Civil Society", it is thought that he got
inspiration from those keywords. Nishi developed the western studies and bourgeois political theory
based on placing importance on confucian ideas of human nature. Nishi recreated he tried to generalize
the compendium of western studies based on Chinese knowledge. He substituted new power to
Commoner and he named liberal arts, ”Common Science”, which was necessary to grow human capital
to shoulder Japan’s nation state.
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