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This study is aiming at establishment of a concrete disaster prevention plan for self
help and mutual aid of vulnerable people in Japan where aging are getting in advance
rapidly. We focuses on a historic preservation area vulnerable to disaster because of
congested wooden houses and aging people. This study aims to make clear how the
residents think about their evacuation routes from their own houses to primary place
for their own security and how to build a disaster prevention support system especially
for fire. Here, the disaster prevention support system is one of the base for the
residents to consider their security with weak points of the study area.

The study area is “Hama-Shozu-Machi, Hma-Kanaya-Machi” in Kashima City of
Saga Prefecture, which is one of the important traditional buildings preservation area
in Japan. The study methods are hearing about evacuation routes from residents,
simulation of measure of prevention from fire spreading and workshop of evacuation
drill.

As results of hearing about evacuation routes and simulation, to have an open space
surrounding a group of straw-roofed houses and to have a fire proofed building
considering the existence of the traditional houses are effective for measures to
prevent from fire spreading in the preservation area with straw-roofed houses.
Additionally, in the evacuation drill workshop, explanation about how to spread fire
could make the residents have a common sense about system to prevent from fire
disaster.
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