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Apoptosis-related autoantibodies were elevated in acute exacerbated patients with
idiopathic pulmonary fibrosis (IPF). Anti-annexin 1 and anti-Bax inhibitor 1 antibodies
were elevated in poor prognosis patients with acute exacerbated IPF. Anti-Bid
antibodies were elevated in good prognosis patients. By ELISPOT analysis and intra
cytokine assay, autoantibodies enhanced TH2 immune reaction on peripheral
lymphocytes and suppressed phagocytosis of apoptotic cells.
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