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Effect of the new inhalation anesthetic Desflurane on airway
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This study reveals the mechanism by which the new inhalation anesthetic, desflurane,
affects airway heperreactivity. Desflurane relaxed the smooth muscle 1in
ovalbumin—sensitized guinea pigs Inm vitro, while, conversely, increasing airway
resistance in a dose dependent manner in 7n vivo experiments. These effects could partly
be explained by desflurane activation of the tachykinin pathway. This knowledge will
contribute to the anesthetic management of patients with hyperresponsive airways.
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