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Extracellular matrix as a new therapeutic target for choroidal neovascularization
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RFFE R S OBEZE (¥ 30) : Osteopontin (OPN) is a chemokine like phospholyrated glycoprotein and
involved in inflammation, tumor genesis and wound healing. The purpose of the study was to clarify a
role of OPN in the development of laser-induced choroidal neovascularization (CNV) in mice. OPN
neutralizing Abs significantly abolished CNV area. Genetic ablation of OPN also significantly
suppressed CNV area compared with wild—type mice. OPN was immunopositive in the CNV lesions and
co—localized with infiltrated macrophages. Collectively these findings demonstrate a significant role of
OPN in the development of CNV. OPN blockade may be considered further therapeutic potential for
age—related macular degeneration.
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