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e RO EE (330) : Visible light (VL) irradiation effects of the mucous membranes
of mice treated with curcumin (chief ingredient of the curry powder) and capsaicin (chief
ingredient of the red pepper) were investigated. It was found that inflammation and
apoptosis were caused by the VL treatment of both compounds, particularly the latter could
kill cancer cells. In addition, curcumin and capsaicin could accelerate the cytostasis
action of the human squamous cell carcinoma cells at more low concentrations in
combination with VL irradiation. This suggested a possibility to the clinical application
of the photodynamic therapy of curcumin due to the potent apoptotic activity of this
compound.
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