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WFZE R R O EE (3532) : The purpose of this study is to clarify and address, the problematic
nature of psycho—social structures concerning gender/patient role conflict, as
experienced by young, female, breast cancer patients in Japan . We interviewed 5 young
female breast cancer patients, and 5 health professionals, who specialized in the care
of breast cancer patients. We used semi—structured interviews. The interview data was
subjected to qualitative analysis. The results suggest that subjects experienced
patients/gender roles conflict during the course of their treatment. This study
highlights the need to develop support systems for both health care client and health
care providers, in order to support continuation of treatment.
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