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DNA replication is one of the fundamental processes that are required for cell
proliferation. We studied the details of activities of ORC, which is one of the proteins that
function during the initiation of DNA replication in eukaryotes. We especially focused on
the RNA binding activity of human ORC and found that the activity is specific for GU-rich
RNA and that at least the ORC1 subunit has the RNA binding activity. Moreover we
succeeded in identifying a specific domain for RNA binding activity in the ORC1 protein.
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