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How putative stem—1like cells residing in the periodontal and craniofacial skeleton
are generated has been incompletely understood. Compound transgenic mice harboring
an inducible Cre recombinase and a fluorescent reporter were used for the purpose
of lineage—tracing experiments. The preliminary data suggest that early cells
involving skeletogenesis are highly heterogeneous and comprised of a wide spectrum
of cells including endothelial cells. In addition, each subset of progenitors is
destined for different fate and functionality during development and regeneration.
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