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WFEEE R OBEEL (F30) : In the early eighteenth century, British fiction often concealed the name of the
author and pretended to be non-fictional record. On the one hand, this pursuit of realism triggered the
birth of a new style of prose fiction which is distinct from that of vulgar, unrealistic romances. On the
other hand, however, it narrowed the possibility of prose fiction by suppressing any artificial element in
order to highlight reality. Around the middle of the eighteenth century, therefore, novelists attempted to
harmonize the composition of plot with the characteristics of the new, realistic fiction, which coincided
with the reappearance of the authors’ names in novels. This research dealt with the interaction between
realism and artificiality in eighteenth-century British novels mainly from the perspective of anonymity.
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