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WFZER R OMEE (330) : Lexical Diffusion has been proposed as a theory that explains the
way in which language change proceeds, but few serious attempts have been made to test
its theoretical validity by applying it to particular language changes. The present
research has addressed several language changes in the history of English from a lexical
diffusionist point of view, resulting in a number of practical and theoretical problems to be
tackled. Language changes proceed in a far more complicated manner than might be
theoretically expected, so that it is necessary to take into consideration various factors that
should combine to determine the schedule of the change.
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