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A conversation analytic study on L2 communicative competence necessary for
various opinion-exchanging discussions
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In this project, I examined a particular social interactional context to “argue” and
“discuss” with peers, and how L2 users of Japanese (and in comparison, L1 speakers of
Japanese) would handle themselves in such a situation. These two groups which
consisting of 3~4 people at one time engaged in a discussion for approximately 30
minutes each, for five times. The corpus of these discussions was analyzed using
conversation analysis. Along with the main theme of this project, that is to investigate
L2 speakers’ performance in arguing and discussing, another related theme has come up.
The project then investigated how one interactionally delivers his/her opinion to others,
1.e., re-considering what has been understood as communicative competence in general.
In order to do so, the study has examined additional data such as classroom interaction.
Two journal articles were published during the period of research, and two more papers
are planned to come out as a chapter in a volume in 2012 and 2013.
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| VC<=>BL==================
€ BL: =uh huh

Uh huh

Uh huh
7 VC: Nihon kara (.2) kita (.2)hito (.) e wuh: o! mita

Japan from came person well uh: Obj saw

10 VC: soo desu ka:.

So CP Q
|VC<->CL=======| ((VC nods during the tuzn))
Is that so.

11 CL: sensei mo nihonjin desu [ne

teacher also Japanese CP

Our teacher is also Japanese.
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Fig. 15. Body begins to shift towards the class.
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but that’s ***very formal | though

Fig. 14. With two hands together, walks towards 51 and 52.

*B(you know) >if *'*you want [to<present yourse]lf [in (.)
[16-1,162,16-3 1 [16-4

Fig. 16. Body shifts towards 52
(Fig. 16. Shifts body to the class,
Segment 16-1 through 16-3,
performs hand gestures;
Segment 16-4, the body shifts to
81)

a formal way_ *"gobusata shitemasu.”
“I have not seen you for a long time™
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