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Development of Web—Based Speech Recognition Test for Assessing the Use of Prosodic Cues
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In this study, the ability of native speakers of English (NS) to use prosodic cues to
recognize sentence structure was first examined. The purpose of examining the
performance of NS was to establish the standard of what NS can do with prosodic cues
and to determine the validity of test items, which will be used to develop a Web-Based
Speech Recognition Test for language learners. Hot Potatoes Ver.6 and Course
Management System by Sakai Project were used to develop the online test. The result
of 20 Japanese College Students who took the online test showed that Late/Early
closure type of sentence pairs had the highest discriminative power; All NS and upper
27% of language learners marked 100% for these items, whereas lower 27% of
language learners marked 0%.
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la. Since I always DRINK, wine is gone.
1b. Since I always drink WINE, it s
gone.
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2a. He pushed the door CLOSED.
2b. He pushed the CLOSED door.
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3a. Put on your SHOES.
3b.  Put your SHOES on.
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4a. He’ s at the GREENhouse.
4b. He’ s at the green HOUSE.
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5a. Cats jump WOOD Benches.

5b. Cats would jump BENCHES.
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@ A. He pushed the door closed.
@ B. He pushed the closed door.
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