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France faced with the Japanese War Crimes Trials and its return
to Indochina after World War 11
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After the Pacific war, France took part in the Tokyo trial with the rest of the allied
forces. At the same time, France organized a military tribunal in Saigon in order to
condemn the atrocities committed in Indochina where the Japanese army had settled
between 1940 and 1945. The Tokyo and Saigon trials significantly staged France’ s
official return to the international level, emphasizing their presence in Asia and
ensuring the continuity of their sovereignty in Indochina after they were excluded from
the area by Japan. Besides, it was essential for France to officially liquidate the
relations between the Vichy regime and Japan in Indochina via those trials, in order
to take a step into the post-war era.
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