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A purpose of this research is to clarify the emergence and development of the pressure
microblade flaking distributed in Northeastern Asia, in through with the identification
of flaking techniques among the microblade assemblages. First, I attempt to assess the
reduction sequences of the microblade assemblages in Hokkaido, Northern Japan. To
understand the relationship between the flaking techniques and the reduction
sequences of microblade assemblages, I focus on the refitted materials by analyzing the
fracture wings observed on the fracture surfaces of the obsidian lithic artifacts. Second,
this research deals with the comparative analysis of the reduction sequences among
the microblade assemblages in Northeastern Asia. Third, in order to know the
chronological position and correlation with the transformation of natural environment,
the radiocarbon dates of the microblade assemblages in Northeastern Asia are
compiled and evaluated. As a result, the earliest microblade assemblages in
Northeastern Asia including Hokkaido show that the detachments of microblades were
associated with the pressure flaking techniques. Most of the radiocarbon dates of these
microblade assemblages demonstrate that the emergence of the pressure microblade
flaking in such regions dates back to the early stage of LGM (ca. 24,000 yrs BP). This
provides us a hypothesis that the pressure microblade techniques appeared
multi-regionally.
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