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Rational choice theory in international relations theories explains state compliance in
the framework of “reputation” or “long-term self-interests” of states, and there are some
instances which are suitable to explain compliance from such perspectives. However,
theories of “domestic politics” or “constructivism” are more relevant for international law
scholars who are interested in processes and reasons of internalization of international law
into domestic legal structures. Such theories have to do with interactions between domestic
actors and analyze how treaties affect the domestic political process of countries. What falls
short in the existing research is further empirical research that can trace how actors use
the opportunities to change domestic mechanisms and attempt to make persuasion.
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