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The concept of political appointment has been diverted among countries, but it is a
surely perceptive to see a relationship between politics and administration. This
research defines the concept of political appointment in the United States and France
analyzing the extent of the statutory and practical regulations to the appointment. The
political appointment literally means that officials are appointed only because of
political loyalty to the appointing officer without regulations. In this research, it is
revealed that these pure kinds of appointment are rather exception in two countries,
and there are the mechanisms to regulate the appointment. The mechanism differs in
these two, but there are some similarities in the followings: the approval by the
congress, qualitative and quantitative regulation by the central personnel
management institution, and practical regulation by bureaucratic network. The
concept of political appointment is layered along with the regulation shading, and this
definition suggests the issues of the civil service reform in Japan.
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