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This study indicated that introduction of biogas digester for household use has
both positive and negative influence to livelihood and forest management in Nepal.
Biogas users showed less consumption of firewood, time for firewood collection,
cooking time. In addition, biogas users consume more time for agricultural work, and
they had more agricultural production and income from agricultural products than that
of non—users. Moreover, biogas users assumed that they are more active for forest
management because they have more accurate information about their own forest user
group than non—users. However, these positive influences may enlarge the gaps between
users and non—users in the same village or commune. Dissemination of the digester
should have a mechanismor a system to prioritize poor households as target of support.
In order to achieve maximum effects from the biogas digester, biogas introduction
should be a part of integral approach of rural development or forest protection rather
than a convenient device.
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