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WFGER R OMEBE (330) @ Vibrio parahaemolyticus thermostable direct hemolysin (TDH) is
associated with lipid rafts of cultured cells. This study addressed whether
internalization of TDH correlates with its cytotoxicity. Inhibition of endocytosis did
not affect TDH cytotoxicity for HelLa cells, indicating that internalization of TDH is
not involved in its cytotoxicity. In contrast to cytotoxicity, hemolysis by TDH was
independent of lipid rafts, suggesting that the mechanism of cytotoxicity by TDH appears
to differ from that of hemolysis by TDH. Fluorescent dye—conjugated TDH was also
constructed. This conjugate retained the cytotoxity and was associated with lipid rafts.
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