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We crossmated leptin-overexpressing transgenic mice with Akita mice and examined
therapeutic effects of leptin on insulin-deficient diabetes mellitus. Leptin has a therapeutic
impact on the onset and progression of glucose intolerance, diabetic complications and
longevity in a mouse model of insulin-deficient nonobese diabetes. These data suggest that
leptin may be useful as a long-term therapeutic agent for treating human diabetes mellitus.
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