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IR R OBEE (J£30) : We established a new xenograft model for uterine leiomyoma in
which leiomyoma cell pellets were grafted beneath the kidney capsule of super
immunodeficient mice. The xenografts enlarged under coadministration of estrogen and
progesterone in ovariectomized mice. Then we evaluated the efficacy of RU486, which is a
progesterone antagonist, for the reduction of leiomyoma xenograft size in this model. We
found that RU486 significantly inhibited the growth of the xenograft even in the presence
of both estrogen and progesterone. Finally, we proved that severe immunodeficient mice
are suitable as hosts instead of super immunodeficient mice. Our model would be useful for
the screening of potential therapeutic agents for the uterine leiomyoma.
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