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The gold dust of Ezo(Hokkaido) and the Oshu Fujiwara clan, an interdisciplinary
research project

Segawa, Takuro

12,900,000

Metal tableware called "Kanamari," which was used by aristocrats during the
Heian period (794-1185), has been excavated from archaeological sites on the Pacific coast of
Hokkaido. These artifacts are thought to have been given by the ancestors of the Ainu people living
in Hokkaido to the Oshu Fujiwara clan in Hiraizumi as tribute in exchange for gold sand.
In this study, we performed LA-ICP-MS analysis to investigate the chemical composition of gold leaf
excavated from the Yanagino-gosho site, the mansion of Fujiwara no Hidehira. On the other hand, we
analyzed gold dust from Hokkaido and the Tohoku region, and attempted to prove that the gold leaf
found at the Yanagino-gosho site was from Hokkaido.
The analysis is still in progress, and the result obtained is the conclusion that it cannot be
determined whether the gold sand is from Hokkaido or Tohoku.
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