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A new study on the human resources and real property in Nanjing of the 1930s and
1940s

KATAYAMA, Tsuyoshi
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There was a peculiar land system outside of the International Settlement,
French Concession and Extension Area as well as inside of them in Shanghai of the 1930s. The system
was the following. Foreigners possessed a special right to lease land perpetually in modern
Shanghai. A Chinese entrusted a foreigner, especially a UK or US citizen, to lease a land
perpetually. The foreigner nominally held the land and issued a declaration of trust to him, and
consequently he actually held the land.
Jiang Jieshi’ s Nationalist Government sought to abolish the land system in the 1930s but could not
realize. The authorities of Japanese military and naval forces in Shanghai under their occupation
issued a decree in November 1942. It was the decree to abolish the land system of using declaration
of trust and using perpetual lease right outside of the Settlements. It is interesting that the
poli?yfof abolishing the system was common to Jiang Jieshi’ s Government and Japanese military and
naval forces.
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