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Broad interactions between the Japanese archipelago and its surrounding East
Asian regions from the first to third centuries, A.D. at different social

levels: Approach from seals, glasses, and iron
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Our aim is to reveal the broad interactions between the Japanese
archipelago and its surrounding East Asian regions from the first to third centuries, A.D. at
different social levels: approach from seals, glasses, and iron. We classify the tortoise, camel and

snake shape knobs of seal-string, and clarified the consolidation process of bureaucracy system and
foreign policy. From the fluorescence X-ray analysis of glass beads we conclude that glass
materials were traded from the southern China and the steppe regions of Mongolian plateau to the
Japanese archipelago. The burying customs of iron weapons in Former Han Dynasty were also expanded
to the Korean Peninsula and the Japanese archipelago. These multilayered features of the broad
interactions need further attention.
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