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Millennial-scale social sustainability in a piedmont canyon of Southeast Arabia:
An interdisciplinary inquiry based on historical ecology

Kondo, Yasuhisa
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This study aimed to elucidate the ecocultural foundations of a sustainable
society in the Tanuf Canyon at the southern piedmont of Jabal Akhdar (Oman) in Southeast Arabia. The
Archaeology, Palaeoecology, and Thoughts teams conducted excavations and documentation of
archaeological sites, radiocarbon dating of carbide and animal bones, and a review of historical
documents, respectively. The results showed that the use of land and resources in the canyon began
in earnest in the Hafit period of the 4th millennium BCE, and after a period of temporal inactivity,
was revitalised in the Wadi Suq period of the early 2nd millennium BCE. The canyon was used as a
transportation route after this period, as confirmed by the existence of a cave site and cemeteries.

_It was also found that traditional ways of life, such as water use and architecture, were
incorporated into Islamic norms of life in later periods.
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