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The objective of this research was to examine infectious diseases
legislation across time (history), countries (comparative studies) and disciplines (various legal
studies, ethics, history, political science, etc.) and to identify interpretive guiding principles
specific to infectious diseases legislation. As COVID-19 occurred after the application for this
project, the legislation on it was additionally examined. As a result, we considered that the
guiding principle of Japan®s infectious disease legislation is to reconcile infectious disease
control with fundamental rights protection by improving the health index of society as a whole
through the accumulation of the health of individual citizens. However, since the guiding principle
has not been sufficiently discussed by academia and by legislator, COVID-19 has revealed its issues
such as the consistency of legislation based on the guiding principle, its establishment in
administrative practice and social acceptance.
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