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Re-finding Machizukuri research to achieve the transformative adaptation
necessary for a sustainable global environment.

Dohi, Masato
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This study clarified the potential and possible mechanisms by which
community-level Machizukuri activities can contribute to “ transformative adaptation,” which is
considered essential for global sustainability. From deep interviews with Machizukuri practitioners
(18 cases), “ new values” of Machizukuri that bridge caring for the immediate environment and
moving toward solving global issues were identified in each community development activity. For
example, the values of community development activities such as “ rooted in place,” *“ wisdom of the

land (wisdom of the people handed down through the ages),” and “ ways to tell stories and connect
them to the future” were specifically linked to larger-scale values such as “ social system,” *“
democracy,” and “ civilization” through locale-specific circuits.
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