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A questionnaire survey and interview survey on chemotherapy-related
cognitive impairment and employment were conducted on adolescent to young adult survivors with
breast cancer or hematological malignancies. Twenty-five participants (mean age: 30.6%+ 6.9 years,
range: 19-39 years) from four facilities and five departments participated. Sixteen participants (64
%) were employed. Twelve participants (48.0%) were aware of their cognitive impairment. The
self-administered questionnaire revealed individual differences in cognitive impairment and
cognitive ability. A significant correlation was shown between cognitive ability and the rate of
decline in work performance due to illness. The interviews revealed that participants described
their experiences with various cognitive impairments, their psychological impact, and the practical
and emotional ways they dealt with the condition. In addition, they stated that the cognitive
impairments did not interfere with their daily lives or work.
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