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We conducted researches on sofa-making, metal-working, leather-shoe
production in Nairobi, Kenya and leather-shoe production and garment manufacturing in Addis Ababa in
Ethiopia. Especially, we focused on sofa-making in Nairobi and empirically compared two different

clusters. One cluster is located in a low-income residential area, so consumers and thus producers
are more conscious about prices and less about uniqueness of design of sofa. The other cluster is in
a high-income area, and they are more conscious about uniquesness and diversity of products.

In the former cluster, knowledge sharing on innovative design is generally inclusive. In the latter,
while the majority of producers share knowledge on innovative design, some young producers with
eﬁhnicity different from the majority conceal innovative knowledge on design developed by
themselves.
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