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Culture and Social Inclusion in Victorian Britain
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Based on a survey of historical documents in England, Ireland, and
Scotland, this study addressed three research questions: the historical development of the idea of
“ culture” ; “ culture” and social evolutionary theory in the Victorian era; and educational reform
and the role of voluntary associations in the Victorian era.

The results of the study showed that “ inclusion and exclusion” through education progressed as a
result of the relationship between changes in social perceptions and educational reform through the
acceptance of Romanticism after the 18th century, the development of social evolutionary theory and
the emergence of the desire to control society, and the promotion of educational reform mainly by

the “ public” and voluntary organizations based on these changes.
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