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A Study on the Origin of Togatta Kokeshi Dolls by Historical Research, Artistic
Verification and Scientific Analysis.
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This study investigated the actual situation of the birth and early days of
kokeshi using historical research, artistic verification and scientific analysis. The historical
research confirmed that the time of the birth of kokeshi was during the late Edo period, when the
development of the money economy, infrastructure development and the rise of hot spring resorts
attracted a large number of people. It is necessary to further investigate the birth of kokeshi
under such circumstances. For artistic verification, multi-angle photography using visible and
infrared light and development drawings were made. It was possible to ascertain the colours, shapes
and arrangement of the patterns on the kokeshi. It was also possible to visualise in detail the
brush strokes in the areas painted with ink. Scientific analysis showed that the results are
consistent with the hypothesis that the old kokeshi investigated were made at the end of the Edo
period, but it needs continued verification.

Kokeshi
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