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A Study of the Information Control Data Network of Imperial Japan and the
Function of "Shadow Routes®
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From the mid-1920s to the early 1940s, Imperial Japan’ s censorship system
expanded, building a vast data network connecting mainland Japan, Korea, Taiwan, and Manchuria.
Based only on an understanding of Japanese language as a tool of oppression in the colonies, it is
difficult to grasp why the Governor-General of Korea tried desperately to prevent the importation of
Japanese-language books that were permitted to circulate in mainland Japan. Furthermore, if we are
caught up only in the violent aspects of censorship, we might miss the fact that “ Black Market
Routes” functioned to evade the jurisdiction of Imperial Japan in forms that left no trace in the
data network of information control. This research focuses simultaneously on these various aspects
of censorship, questioning the actual conditions of the reading space of Imperial Japan.
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