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I anticipate immediate social impact of this research in Nagoya, where there is a movement underway
to revive interest in the _cultural heritage of the early modern book market. Through its focus on
the historical contingencies of book design, this project can inform promotion of local book
history.

During this project, | conducted compared books produced by booksellers in

early modern Nagoya booksellers with their counterparts in Kyoto and Edo. | created a spreadsheet of

bibliographic data for all extant books published in Nagoya during the period under study, with
comparative data for Kyoto and Edo editions. | have taken measurements of books, recorded details
about formatting and calligraphy styles, and graded paper stock. In addition to this data
collection, 1 have published one article, one peer-reviewed book chapter, and two academic papers in
connection with this project. 1 also have two public lectures, one academic paper, and two
additional publication planned for the coming year. In the main, this project has found that book
design closely mimicked that of Kyoto booksellers well into the 1770s; whereas there is a salient
shift in book design aesthetics a decade before the formation of the Nagoya booksellers guild, one
which is more imitative of major booksellers in Edo.
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Previous research on early modern Nagoya publishing has tended to focus on individual booksellers and
booklenders, or on the history of the industry around the time of the formation of the Nagoya booksellers
guild in 1794. However, to date, few studies have sought to document the effects of this major
transformation in Nagoya publishing on the production, marketing, distribution, and circulation of books
with reference to material evidence in extant books. This study, employing analytical bibliography and
industry analysis based on historical records, has sought to identify similarities in book design, binding,
textual formatting that might shed light on ow technological transfers and manufacturing practices from
Edo transformed the production of booksin Nagoya. Moreover, it has also sought to document, on the basis
on the extant books themselves, changing practices in the marketing of books and local writing talent. As
the first castle town publishing market to form its own independent publishing guild, this study also seeks
to answer how the scope of the market and local print culture in Nagoya differed from the urban markets
of Edo, Kyoto, and Osaka, and to test the epistemic potential of “castle town publishing market” as a rubric
for rethinking the current binary of urban and regional markets.

This project employs analytical bibliography to compare books published in Nagoya after the formation
of the booksellers guild in Kansel 6 (1794) with books published in Edo and other markets. The purpose
is to demonstrate how Nagoya booksellers adopted and adapted Edo practices—not only with respect to
book design, but also distribution, marketing, and cultivation of writing talent. Asthe project progressed,
and in some ways due to restrictions on access to key materials during the first two years of the project, |
ended up giving more focus to the last area than previoudly anticipated, researching into print and
manuscript books produced by local Nagoya writers around the time of the formation of the guild,
exchanges between writers and publishers during this time. Short term, | moved away from an initial
focus on more technical aspects of book production, and given more attention to the actantsin the
production process. In thisfinal stage of the project, | looked closely at the roles that individual authors
played in book design, calligraphy and illustration.

As described in the application for this project, the research was originally planned to follow four phases
to document the changing practices of book production, marketing, distribution, and circulation in
Nagoya between 1794 and the end of the Edo period. COVID-related restrictions on access to library
collections during the first and second years of the project forced me to adjust my research plan and goals
in some ways, but on the whole, | was able to achieve the main objectives. As per my original plan, |
collected detailed bibliographic data about all books known to be published in Nagoya before and after
the formation of the guild. Using the master list in Kishi Masahiro’s book list (1984) as a guide, I carried
out an archival survey at librariesin Aichi and the National Diet Library, but | was unable to access
collections at Kyoto University. | then cross-referenced this data with data gathered from books in
corresponding genres produced in Edo. | found significant similarities with regard to the dimensions of
printed books, textual format, binding styles, and as much as | was able to determine, paper quality. One

areathat | had wanted to develop more in the project, but could not because of access restrictions, was



archival work on books that retailed in Nagoya by Kyoto-based booksellers prior to the formation of the
Owari booksellers guild. The aim of this was to create a comparative context for understanding changes
in book design post 1794 and to assess the degree of departure from previous practices. Over the past
year, even after the funding for this project ended, | made two library visits to finish collecting this data. |
anticipate collecting the required data within the next year. Overall, the restrictions on visits by outsider
researchers at universities like Kyoto University (where | had been hoping to do work in the first year and
second year of the project), forced me to shift focus to other issues in the comparative bibliographic
study--in this case, to paratextual materials. However, this has turned out to be a viable area of research

that promises to shed new light on regional differencesin literacy.

During this project, | conducted comparative analysis of books produced by booksellersin early modern
Nagoya booksellers with their counterpartsin Kyoto and Edo. | created a spreadsheet of bibliographic
datafor all extant books published in Nagoya during the period under study, with comparative data for
Kyoto and Edo editions—but because of limitations of access to some books archived in Kyoto, the data
set is still under construction. | took measurements of books, recorded details about formatting and
calligraphy styles, and graded paper stock. | found significant similarities with regard to the dimensions
of printed books, textual format, binding styles, and as much as | was able to determine, paper quality.
Predictably, these similarities were most saliently of jointly published works, and were contigent on the
genres of thetitled being examined. Popular literature in the chuhon format, in particular, showed close
similarities. Genres that on the whole tended to have more variation in their book formats and which

tended to be published locally, like haikai poetry collections, showed significant differences.

In addition to this data collection, | have published one article, one peer-reviewed book chapter, and two
academic papersin connection with this project. | also have two public lectures, one academic paper, and
two additional publication planned for the coming year. In the main, this project has found that book
design closely mimicked that of Kyoto booksellers well into the 1770s; whereas thereis a salient shift in
book design aesthetics a decade before the formation of the Nagoya booksellers guild, one which is more
imitative of major booksellersin Edo. Due to library closures and other restrictions on the archival phase
of the project during the first and second year. | needed to re-adjust the focus of the project based on
accessible materials, and in the case of one of my publication, give more attention to the role of individual

writers like Shikitel Sanba in innovating book design and influencing writers and booksellers in Nagoya.
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