©
2021 2023

Vulnerability as a Beginning of Care in American Modernist Literature
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This research project reveals that the motif of vulnerability can be read as
the beginning of care for the other in American literature during the period of modernism when the
notion of self was radically questioned. Through reading literary works by four modernist
writers--F. Scott Fitzgerald, Raymond Chandler, Henry Miller, and J.D. Salinger--it highlights the
possibility of interpreting American literature in terms of vulnerability, which has traditionally

been considered a negative condition to overcome from the perspective of the ideal of independent
individual.
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‘I’ as an Experience of Radical Passivity in Charles Yu s "Standard Loneliness Package"
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