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This study was conceived to focus on "illness™ in Kipling"s works, which
has not received sufficient attention in previous Kipling studies, and to examine the reasons for
the frequent appearance of "illness" in Kipling®"s works in the light of the historical phase. The
study, conducted in a comprehensive research style dealing with the entire writing period, supports
the transition from Kipling"s depiction of illness caused by external factors in the early period of

his writing career, which coincided with the heyday of imperialism, to his frequent depiction of
illness caused by psychological factors from the middle period, when imperialism and the British
Empire were beginning to decline. This transition can be regarded as an indication that Kipling"s
works depict illness as an expression of his anxiety about the coIIaBse of the British Empire, which
he was forced to suppress as a public figure who people believe to be a strong supporter of
imperialism.
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