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Since the opening of Japan(1854), maritime culture has been promoted in the
country. In line with the naval expansion of the 1890s, the wako, or Japanese pirates in the 17th
century were evaluated as being the vanguard of an overseas expansionist movement, similar to the
British privateers. This inclination was encouraged when anecdote about Alexander the Great and a
pirate was being circulated through Peter Parley’ s Universal History, as well as via the murder of
John Davis by Japanese pirates, as popularized by James Murdoch (1903). Takekoshi Yosaburo (1920)
established the contention that Japanese pirates would have built an empire spanning East Asia if a
policy of isolation had not been implemented. This contention was repeated by former Admiral Ballard

(1921) when the renewal of the Anglo-Japanese Alliance was being discussed. Ballard’ s assessment
was intended to highlight the importance of the Royal Navy; however, his account was used in Japan

to stimulate Japanese imperialism.
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