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A study of the reception of Chinese texts for beginners and practical use In the
long poems of the late Manyo period
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Through analysis of the Man"yoshu, Volume 16, which contains waka poems
composed at about the same time as Otomo Yakamochi and in which Yakamochi appears to have been
deeply involved in its compilation, the following points have been clarified.

The waka expressions are based on passages from the first scholarly books" Kokyo” and “ Rongo”
the title and a left notes are based on the” Sojin-ki” a novel of the six dynasties in China and
the” Yusenkutsu” a novel of the early Tang Dynasty or practical books such as the" Toka rissei
zassho yoryaku” (A Collection of Examples of Letters and Documents), and the poem method used in
Chinese banquet ceremonies is highly applied to this waka work. All of these indicate the actual
state of the cultivation of Chinese literature that Otomo Yakamochi received, and the specific ways
in which he used it.
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