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Historical Sociolinguistic analysis of Politeness in Japanese language

TANABE, Kazuko
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This study examined the expanded use of the simplified form "-ssu®of the
polite form of "desu”from quesionnaires and the internet. The results showed that men in their 20s
were highly receptive to the ungrammatical form "verb+ssu®(eg.iku-ssu(to go),(taberu-ssu(to eat))as
well as "adjective +ssu”(eg.ii-ssu(to be good), yasui-ssu(to be cheap)), “noun+ssu”(eg.gakusei-ssu
(to be a student), ninjin-ssu(to be a carrot))which are grammatically correct.The growing use of *
verb+ssu®indicates the decline of the polite form™"masu®, which is to be connected to a verb
conugated form. Among women in their 20s, the use of "verb+desu"can be seen on the internet and
elsewhere. This is a case of trying to express familiarity and closeness towards one" seniors”
senpai”. Thus, the transfer from "masu® to "desu”could be inferred as a sign of change in the
Japanese language.
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Web site Yahoo! twitter
yarimasu | -ssu - - tassu tadesu
desu masita
2021 6 | 16042 17 0.105 61 0.378 4405 10 0.226 2
27849 28 0.100 119 | 0.425 8195 17 0.207 19
29352 29 0.098 123 | 0.417 8266 27 0.325 20
24072 32 0.132 119 | 0.419 6768 22 0.323 11
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ikimasu | -ssu -desu - tassu tadesu
masita

2021.1 | 34962 54 0.154% | 27 0.077% | 7683 2 0.025% | 7
36081 58 0.160% | 28 0.077% | 7919 4 0.050% | 14
41203 64 0.155% | 39 0.094% | 9255 4 0.043% | 13
43368 57 0.142% | 50 0.124% | 9075 4 0.044% | 9
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