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Development of a cognacy- and semantic-tagged lexical database for the
reconstruction of Proto-Japonic
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The objective of this project is to construct a lexical database annotated
with both cognacy and semantic tags, aimed at facilitating comparative linguistic research on
Japonic languages. To achieve this goal, I have developed and expanded the "JR-COGNATES" database
and registered it in the "Database of Endangered Languages of Japan." The outcomes of my research
utilizing this database are summarized as follows: 1) I have published a paper focusing on the vowel

systems of verbs, proposing that Kyushu dialects and Ryukyuan languages constitute a monophyletic
group. 2) Another paper of mine reconstructs the accent patterns of Proto-Ryukyuan. 3) | presented a
conference paper advancing the theory that the distinctive accent correspondences between
Proto-Ryukyuan and Japanese are attributable to proto-Japonic word-formation. 4) 1 delivered a talk
on the phylogenetic classification of non-central Japonic varieties. 5) | co-authored a book
providing an overview of comparative linguistics.
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