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A Diachronic and Quantitative Study on 20th Century Korean Novels
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This research aims to clarify the process from 20th century Korean to
present-day Korean by describing the use of vocabulary and grammatical items from a corpus of 20th
century Korean novels.

As a result, a corpus consisting of 1,109 20th century Korean novels is constructed. Then,
conversational sentences and narrative sentences has been extracted from each work. The novel®s
publication year and the author®s language background were investigated in order to examine the
linguistic characteristics of the work. At the same time, research results regarding changes in 20th
century Korean language and changes in language policy, education, and publishing in 20th century
Korean society were investigated, too. Based on corpus data, the changes of vocabulary usage such as
personal nouns in conversational sentences were described and examined relating the socia
environments.
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