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A theoretical and experimental study of the phasehood of finite clauses in
natural languages

MIKAMI, Suguru
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This study explored a new possibility of phasehood of finite clauses in
natural languages. More specifically, incorporating Narita"s (2011) formulation of the phase in
terms of convergence into Miyagawa"s (2010,2017) theoretical framework of the strong uniformity and
the parameterization of feature inheritance, it proposed that the phasehood of a finite clause be
parameterized between Subject-prominent languages and Focus-prominent languages. It also examined
the adequacy of the novel parametrization by explaining various syntactic phenomena in English and

Japanese.
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