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Although there have been previous studies that investigated vocabulary
knowledge from multiple aspects, there have been few consistent findings on how the various
knowledge components involved in vocabulary knowledge relate to each other and in what order each
knowledge component is acquired. The purpose of this study was to untangle the developmental process

of vocabulary knowledge by developing a test that measures vocabulary knowledge from multiple
aspects for Japanese learners of English.
Two types of tests (receptive-recall, high-frequency meaning, and receptive-recall, low-frequency
meaning) were administered and analyzed using item response theory. The results showed that Japanese
learners of English do not necessarily acquire the most frequently used meaning in English-speaking
countries first.
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