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Linguistic Acts of Learners in Online Group Work: A Sociocultural Perspective
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We observed the collaborative interaction of Japanese learners of English
when engaging in collaborative learning in small groups and investigated how they structure their
interactions to accomplish the task. Specifically, we examined how learners use English, the target
language, and Japanese, their native language, to engage in a decision-making task related to
counseling about their concerns. We observed learners® translanguaging between Japanese and English
and examined when Japanese and English are used together and how they are involved in the
construction of reciprocal acts. The study examined when Japanese and English are used together and
how they are involved in the construction of reciprocal acts. Qualitative and quantitative analysis
of learners™ speech data revealed that English (L2) was used for the majority of their speech, but
Japanese (L1) use was also observed, such as for relationship coordination, which was not
necessarily due to a lack of language proficiency.
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