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A Comparative History of Modernity and the Emotion of Akogare in Asia:
Contagion, Incubation and Resonance of the “"New Woman® Phenomenon
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This study builds on the assumption of previous research that the modern
period was a time of increased economic value of the emotion of akogare, or longing, charm, and
strategic manipulation of forms of akogare. In this study, a comparative historical study of
emotions focused on the concept of akogare, using the * new woman’ phenomenon in Asian countries as

a case study. In particular, the incorporation of the perspectives of contagion and latency of the
emotion of akogare enabled the analysis of the situation in each region in both a synchronic and
diachronic manner. The results revealed that in Asian countries that aimed to modernise and
strengthen their national power, the various akogares surrounding the new women that contradicted
traditional values were manipulated by politicians and elites. These ako?ares were superimposed on
existing gender, class and racial hierarchies and functioned as "imperial tools® to be manipulated.
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