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The purpose of this research was to reveal the reality of the
unintended encounters® between Japan and Africa, a topic not fully explored by previous studies.
This was achieved through the records and memories of Japanese and West African soldiers who were
forced to engage in direct combat on the Indo-Burma front during the Second World War, as well as
the accounts of officers, soldiers, and military reporters from the British and Japanese forces.

During the three-year research period, I conducted a detailed study of diaries and memoirs
written by soldiers and officers of the former Japanese Army during and after the war, which are
held as "local materials" in libraries and archives throughout Japan. Additionally, 1 carried out a
bibliographical survey of documents in African and British archives. Through this research, we have
clarified some of the previously unexplored aspects of the history of Japan-Africa relations in the

war zone.
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