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This study is to shed light on the various aspects of the Spanish

Philippines in transition; i.e.,ca. 1780-1820"s, in relation to the Spanish colonial policy of
Manila®s trade diversification with the related development of commercial economy in response to the
expanding British power to Southeast Asia.

For this, this study has looked into the relevant "Protocolo de Manila" bundles or the Spanish
institution of notarial deeds preserved in the National Archives of the Philippines. The various
types of contract recorded in the Protocolo documents show how the colonial people of the day coped
up with the changing colonial environment. Based on the analysis of the relevant protocolos, Spanish
Manila at the turn of the 19th century became increasin?Iy cosmopolitan as a result of trade
diversification though the Manila Galleon was still viable. One of the distinctive aspects was the
presenc? of American and Dutch adventurers and traders in addition to the Portuguese and Armenians
as usual.
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